QUESTION:

“My child recently entered a competition and had a beautiful and flawless skate.  Why did a skater who fell twice while jumping receive better marks than my skater?”

ANSWER:

This is the most difficult situation for a non-skater to understand.  So many factors enter into why a skater receives certain marks from the judges:  level of performance, technical ability, relative difficulty of the elements being performed, basic skating edges and turns within the program, speed of the skater and musicality of the skater in relation to their program are all of equal value to the technical elements.

The simple answer is that a fall is not necessarily an indication of how well a skater performs an element.  Of course, all things being equal, the skater who falls will receive lower marks than one who didn’t.  The difficulty lies in the definition of what makes a good jump.  A skater who has good attack to their jump, good speed and flow throughout the jump, a clean and complete rotation of the jump but falls will receive better marks than a skater who lands on one foot, but lacks in these other areas.

One skater may also elect to perform more difficult jumps and jump combinations than another skater, and will be rewarded accordingly.  A jump is not a jump, so to speak. Also important to remember is that jumps are a small part of a program.  Spins, footwork, moves in the field, and the artistic elements are also vital to the overall look of the program and very important to the judges.  Jumps take 20 seconds of a 3 minute program-it is the other 2 and a half minutes that make or break the skater!

