October 27, 2005.

Dear Parent and Skaters;

I have been receiving many questions about the Skate Sweden testing system, and hope that this letter can help answer some questions and alleviate any concerns you may have about that system.

All skaters are eligible to take tests in both Basic skills and Free Skate skills.

Basic skills test are designed to give an indication of how the skater is progressing in the areas of turns, edges and flow on the ice.  The free tests indicate how the skater is progressing in terms of technical jump and spin elements.   Please note that these tests are designed to be a MINIMUM standard for competition entry.  That is to say, all skaters need at least a Fri-Grund test to enter Skate Sweden sanctioned competitions.  If they pass this test is simply means they have met the minimum standard for a particular event, and should not be taken to mean that they have mastered the elements required to place well at an event.  

All tests are judged by official Skate Sweden judges and evaluators who mark the test according to the strict standards set at a National level. 

I have found in my many years of coaching, the most difficult thing for parents to see and understand is the quality of edgework in figure skating.  To the average parent, one skater may look “better” than another, when to a judge or a coach, the opposite may be true.  That is why at competitions parents are confused by results.  One skater may have fallen, others did not, but the first skater had a better result. This is also why one skater may be selected for a test and another is not, when to the parents they both “look” the same!

This is why I am going to ask all parents in all groups to please not suggest ‘that their child is ready” or “wants to take a test”.  I can assure you that no one is overlooked, that I treat all skaters equally and fairly, and that only those skaters I feel are prepared for a test and are most likely to benefit from taking a test will be put forward for the test.

You can infer from this, if a testing session is on the calendar and I have not approached you, your skater is not ready to take the test and has not yet achieved the standard required to pass the test.
Thank You for your understanding and Happy Skating!

Lorelei Murphy

Head Trainer LAKF

